Human lymph nodes and tonsils were obtained by surgical excision for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes. Representative samples were frozen in a mixture of isopentane and liquid nitrogen and stored at -70°C until sectioned. Cryostat sections (6 ,um) were cut and picked up on albuminised slides and dried under a fan for 2 h. The dried sections were fixed for 5 min in a 1:1 chloroform-acetone mixture at room temperature, air dried, and lyophilised.
Biotin-avidin systems can be used to detect antigens in tissue sections. ' 
Material and methods
Human lymph nodes and tonsils were obtained by surgical excision for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes. Representative samples were frozen in a mixture of isopentane and liquid nitrogen and stored at -70°C until sectioned. Cryostat sections (6 ,um) were cut and picked up on albuminised slides and dried under a fan for 2 h. The dried sections were fixed for 5 min in a 1:1 chloroform-acetone mixture at room temperature, air dried, and lyophilised.
Accepted for publication 26 October 1983 Lyophilised sections were stored at -70°C until used for immunohistochemistry.
Cryostat 
Discussion
Biotin, a vitamin, is found in various mammalian tissues' and is a potential source of endogenous Avidin conjugates may have a non-specific affinity for chromatin at high concentrations resulting in nuclear staining (Fig. 1) which cannot be effectively blocked by pretreatment with avidin and biotin but can be eliminated by appropriate dilution of avidin conjugates. EABA in this study was defined as cytoplasmic staining which could be inhibited by pretreatment with avidin and biotin. 
